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THAT COULD BE AN EPISODE

Radio that peeks up the skirt of modern romance.

What’s the idea?
That Could Be An Episode drops a microphone into the theatre of one real-life urban love story.

Jason is a writer and a comic. Jeannie is an actor and a musician. Their work and love lives are completely tangled up and they’ve decided to go 100% public with the torment.
Curb Your Enthusiasm meets Orange County Choppers meets Burns and Allen … on the radio.
What’s it sound like?

Raw. “Unacty”. Closer to documentary than radio play, That Could Be An Episode is created more in the editing room than in the writing room.
Packed with unscripted conversation and ambient audio, the show delivers an authentic “behind-the-scenes” sound, giving listeners a voyeuristic peek into a budding modern relationship. 
The final product, however, will be greater than the sum of its samples. This is ‘reality radio plus’. A suite of simple tools pimp the production value, seasoning the naked audio with narration, sound f/x and music.

“Love is the answer, but while you're waiting for the answer, sex raises some pretty good questions.” – Woody Allen

What’s the tone?

Playful, current and refreshingly frank, the show is most interested in capturing the truth of a modern, young, uniquely Canadian relationship.
“This isn’t a relationship, it’s a real ationship.” – Jason

“Well Captain, your ‘ation-ship’ just sprung a leak…” – Jeannie
Who are these people?
Jason and Jeannie are a young couple with an old dog & no kids, living and working together in the French end of Montreal. They’re not married… yet.

Jason Whiting grew up in Nowhere Ontario, ran away from home when he was 14, found and lost religion, joined the Navy, designed computer chips and after watching a particularly inspirational film, wound up in Montreal where he’s now a writer and volunteer comedian. Jason’s a little bit country.

Jeannie Bowser grew up speaking ‘Frenglish’ in downtown Montreal. After graduating from secondaire she moved to Toronto where she was kicked for being “too loud”. Jeannie returned to her freewheeling hometown to star in a TV show for kids, perform theatre and play music with her dad, George Bowser of the comedy duo Bowser and Blue. Jeannie’s 100% city.
“You haven't found the right person if you can live with them, you've found the right person if you can't live without them.” – Anon
So what’re these two up to?
Not long after ‘hooking up’, Jeannie moved into Jason’s trendy Plateau-Montréal duplex and soon the former classmates were tangling business and pleasure, working as a two-person writing and performing team. 
Jason and Jeannie were the first-ever live musical guests on CBC Newsworld, appearing as Boy Meets Girl in early 2006. Since their first show, Jason and Jeannie have performed sketch comedy and stand up, have written, voiced and produced radio and puppet shows, have been star performers at Canada’s largest Halloween theme park, have appeared onstage with John Cleese at this summer’s CBC Just For Laughs Gala and have penned a feature film that’s gone into production with a $2 million+ budget.

Separately, Jason is a landlord, investor, volunteer comedian and a writer while Jeannie is an activist, musician and an actor.

Jason and Jeannie are passionate about truth, satire, comedy and the fight against third-world poverty and global warming.

“Men are from earth. So are women. Deal with it.” - Jolliffe Gray
Who else is in the show?

Jason and Jeannie’s lives intersect with a variety of colourful characters. Over the course of a week, they’re liable to encounter:
· Tommy, the 40-something Jewish producer/director of their feature film,
· Massimo, the über-manly Italian stand up comic,
· DeAnne, the married lesbian American ex-patriot and, of course,

· Their parents.
(The meta concept of the show also lends itself to hearing from “behind-behind-the-scenes” characters like the show’s actual producer and editor.)
“Love is a fire. But whether it is going to warm your heart or burn down your house, you can never tell.” – Joan Crawford

Alright, I understand who the show is about but what is it about (and why is it a good fit for CBC Radio)?
Beyond the premise and mechanics of the show, here’s what That Could Be An Episode would like to accomplish:
· Question pre-packaged relationship stereotypes and show how at least one modern (somewhat) functional relationship is custom-made in a world of Internet dating, divorce and gay marriage,
· Examine a uniquely Canadian reality by providing an intimate glimpse into what it’s like being an English minority within a  French speaking majority that are themselves a minority within a continent dominated by America.
· Push the boundaries of what a radio show can be, following in the footsteps of current CBC Radio pioneer shows like Wire Tap, Man Woman and Child, and The Debaters and finally,
· Connect with audience members, both within the context of the show and online (more on this later).
“The course of true love never did run smooth.” Shakespeare
What could be an episode?

Each “TCBAE” episode has a theme that is built and/or discovered from the audio highlights captured during a week spent behind-the-scenes with Jason and Jeannie. 

Nothing is off limits. You’ll hear all the fighting and loving as the couple work on their writing and comedy projects, struggle on the phone with the producer of their feature film, hit the stage at the comedy club, play live music, and, in general, live their lives in the vibrant artistic city of Montreal.

Here are some episode ideas:
The New Bed
Jeannie is fed up with Jason’s ganky, squeaky, 10-year-old, second-hand bed. Haunted by thoughts of the dozens of people that have slept in it (never mind having had sex in it) Jeannie convinces Jason to go out shopping for a replacement. Listen in as the couple ventures into Montreal mattress showrooms, discovering the arcane language and Byzantine financing schemes of the ‘sleep industry’. What does a bed say about your relationship? 
Solid

What's the difference between “See you at eight” which in Montreal could mean anywhere between 8 and 9 (or later) and “See you at eight exactly or we’ll miss that important thing and then I’ll be really pissed off”? Jeannie and Jason illustrate how a simple five letter word could save your love life.
Renovation

Is a house yours because you own it? Is a home defined by the décor, or by the people who live in it? Jeannie isn’t happy about the layout of the downstairs unit of the duplex where she lives with Jason. Thing is, Jason is the one who owns the place, not Jeannie. What happens when Jason entrusts Jeannie to hire and supervise a contractor so that she can feel more at home in their house?
The Shwank System

Sometimes it's hard to tell if both people in a relationship are pulling their weight when it comes to household chores. Wouldn't it be nice if you could keep track of everything you do in a day, even if your partner isn’t around to witness it? Jeannie and Jason adopt their friends' “shwank bank”, a system where points are assigned for all the jobs that are necessary to keep a home functioning. But can the couple agree on the points scheme, and what happens if someone falls too far behind?

The Winter Getaway

How do you get rid of those wintertime blues? For Jeannie, it's volunteering for two weeks at an orphanage in Peru . For Jason, it's a repeat of last year's all inclusive holiday in El Salvador. Jason and Jeannie can agree on one thing though, wherever they go, the CBC audience will go along with them…
The Green Party

Jason and Jeannie both believe that Canada’s marijuana laws are outdated. But Jason wants to take it one step further and start a “legalized” zone in the couple’s tiny urban backyard. If what you believe in is against the law, what’s the best vehicle for change that protects your integrity and beliefs but keeps you out of jail?
“Love is not something we find, love is something we do.” – Anon
Building a community
Jason and Jeannie are plugged-in members of the Internet community. Jason is a blogger and podcaster and Jeannie is an active mySpace member. Both believe an essential part of That Could Be An Episode is community building. Episode listeners will be able to comment on and also keep track of TCBAE episodes on the official blog. All episodes will also be podcast. This community involvement would form an essential feedback loop that not only informs the content for the show, but actually becomes some of the show’s content as Jason and Jeannie respond to what the TCBAE community is talking about.

“Don't be reckless with other people's hearts, and don't put up with people that are reckless with yours.” –  Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.  
What we need from the CBC
That Could Be An Episode needs three things from the CBC:

i) A creative open-minded producer who has a passion for radio that moves seamlessly between the airwaves and the digital age,

ii) A patient, skilful editor and,

iii) Mobile recording equipment.
Call Us…

If we had a cocktail napkin, here’s what we’d scrawl on it …

Alison Little – Rozon Mercer Hamou Talent – (514) 845-3155, ext. 2271[image: image1.png]



